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Executive Director’s Message
Camp High Hopes is “where smiles happen,” but it’s also where exciting
changes take place. In 2018, we saw the completion of our new 4,000-squarefoot Yorkshire Welcome Center, which opened just in time for our summer camp
sessions. The new offices provide space for staff to better plan and prep for camp
sessions and various events throughout the year. Most important, it allows us to
more effectively manage camp visitors, providing a safer, more private camping
experience.
This year has also brought a change in camp leadership. Longtime Camp
Director Jonathan Mauk decided that the 2018 summer season would be his last.
Jonathan’s passion for our mission was clear in all that he did, and on behalf of
the staff and our campers, I want to thank Jonathan for six tremendous years
at Camp High Hopes. With that said, I am pleased to announce that following
a nationwide search we found our next Camp Director from right here in Iowa.
Stephen Fasnacht comes to us after 25 years at Camp Courageous in Monticello.
Stephen has dedicated a quarter century to campers with disabilities and brings
an exciting new energy to our programs. We are thrilled to have him join the team.
You can read more about Stephen on page 3.
New buildings and leadership highlight 2018,
but we remain committed to our campers and to
the community who are so important to the camp’s
mission. Each and every person who visited us
this year is a part of our camp family. Every donor,
volunteer, camper, and staff member is a part of our
story, and we here at Camp High Hopes are excited
to see what the next chapter brings.

~ Chris Liberto, Executive Director

Getting To Know Our Campers Giovanni and Isaac
Meet Isaac and Giovanni Burd, Camp High Hopes’
2019 Youth Smiles Ambassadors.
The brothers, who live in Hospers, Iowa, have been
coming to Camp High Hopes for several years, but they
especially love coming to camp together.
“Because we get to do things together,” Gio and
Isaac say. “We have someone to share memories with when it’s over.”
Their parents, Franny and Kevin, say Camp High Hopes offers them peace of
mind knowing that their boys will be cared for in an environment that recognizes and
embraces children with special needs. Camp is a place where their sons can become
more independent, try new things, increase their confidence, and achieve goals –
such as climbing to the top of the Monkey Tree for Isaac, or spending his first night
away from home for Giovanni.
“We send them to camp to be able to socialize and work on their independence,”
says Franny. “We know it’s a safe, accepting environment where they understand and
value our boys.”
Giovanni’s favorite activity at camp is playing basketball with friends and his
favorite part about camp is all the great activities. Isaac loves singing in the camp’s
talent show and swimming. He said his favorite thing about camp is the food.
Watch for Isaac’s and Gio’s infectious smiles this year as the camp’s Youth Smiles
Ambassadors.

www.camphighhopes.com
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News
Camp Director’s Message

Advancement Director’s Message

Summer is fast approaching!
The spring has been amazing this year with our
Siouxland Sensational Camp Day and our Easter EggStravaganza. We invited dozens of children from local
special education classrooms to come out and enjoy a day
of climbing, archery, dancing and, of course, S’mores- a
staple of camp!
We followed that up with hundreds of people coming
out to enjoy our Egg-Stravaganza on the Saturday before
Easter. We had an accessible Easter egg hunt including a
sensory-friendly one for our friends who find an event with
200 others a little overwhelming. And don’t forget about
Smiles the Bunny! Always a favorite.
Now is the time we are getting ready for summer. The
staff is hired. The sessions are nearly full. We are getting
our boats, basketball hoops, and supplies out for one of our
best summers yet. This year, campers will get to enjoy our
new Giant Swing. They put on a harness, get secured to a
rope, and swing 40 feet into the air! It’s accessible to all of
our campers.
This summer, we will also be finishing our Sensory
Garden, thanks to the Junior League of Sioux City. It will
give the campers a chance to run their fingers through
flowing water, play musical instruments, whisper secrets
to each other from across the garden, and paint wonderful
creations, wipe them clean, and then paint another one.
Along with that, we will have our Monkey Tree Climb,
swimming, arts and crafts, songs, and our talent show. It is
going to be an amazing summer. We can’t wait!

We are entering a very exciting time for camp. Not
only are we welcoming campers for our ever-popular
summer camp programs, but we are gearing up for our big
fundraisers coming up. I hope you will mark your calendar
and save the dates of these important events for camp!
You’ll find all the details on page 5! It’s your participation and
involvement with camp that allows us to create so many
life-changing experiences and infectious smiles for our
campers! Thanks for being a part of the Camp High Hopes
donor family!

~ Stephen Fasnacht, Camp Director

Grant News is Good News
Walmart
Thank you, Walmart in Worthington and Sioux Center, for
your support of Camp High Hopes! Our campers come from
the communities you serve! Thank you for giving back!
Ida County Community
Foundation
This wonderful grant from the
Ida County Community Foundation
will help to support our campers
from Ida County. We are excited about this opportunity to
be able to reach more campers from the county that could
benefit from our life-changing camp sessions!
Tyson Foods
Tyson Foods continues its support
of Camp High Hopes! Not only does the
company serve as Presenting Sponsor for
Rib Fest, but Tyson also awarded grants
for board and staff capacity-building and
training. In addition, Camp was grateful to be selected as a
recipient for the Tyson Foods Summer Community Internship
Program. This allows Camp High Hopes to hire and train
a summer intern to assist with our therapeutic recreation
programs. Thank you, Tyson!
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712-224-2267

~ Sarah Morgan, Advancement Director

Program Director’s Message
Summer is just around the corner and we are preparing
for a whirlwind adventure as we travel through time!
Campers will be transported to “The Land Before Time” to
learn about dinosaurs and visit the ice age to learn about
wooly mammoths and giant sloths. They will visit ancient
Greece and explore pyramids in Egypt. Campers will also
learn about the Renaissance through the arts and sciences,
experience what it was like to be a pioneer in the Midwest
as the prairies were settled, and explore space and the final
frontier to learn about the great space race! Finally, campers
will be transported back to the 1980s where big hair, bright
colors, leg warmers, and scrunchies were everywhere!! Join
us as we Smile Though Time during summer 2019!
Fred the Moose and Dimples the Pig have been helping
to count down to the start of summer 2019 and our Trip
through Time! This year, Fred and
Dimples will be joined by a NEW friend
– stay posted to Facebook for photos
of the shenanigans these three camp
mascots get into!
~ Samantha Martin, Program Director

Spring Program Success

Our campers had the opportunity to explore new and
exciting programs at our Spring Saturday Day Camps.
Campers learned about the unique state of Iowa and the
diversity of myths around the world. We painted, rocked
out, and got a little messy. We used our imagination to go to
space, sail on a pirate ship, and become pioneers in the Old
West. We made new friends and got to hang out with some
old ones, too. This spring, our After Hours program included
Campers in the Kitchen, Aerobic Drumming, and Archery II.
Check back in August for our fall programing options.
~ Emily Wark, Assistant Program Director

Donations

Cosmopolitan Club
Bullseye! This donation was right on
target. The Cosmo Club of Sioux City
rebuilt the camp’s deteriorated target
stands and provided new targets and
covers. Cosmo’s mission of ending
diabetes while improving the community
through donations and service certainly
scores well with our campers!

Dairy Queen
Talk about a sweet donation for a highflying project. Siouxland Dairy Queens
gave the Giant Swing projects a huge
financial boost with their recent grant to
camp. Read more about the Giant Swing
coming to camp on page 6. I scream, you
scream, we all scream for Dairy Queen
ice cream!

Keizer Refrigeration
A big surprise holiday gift to the boss!
Employees from Keizer Refrigeration
surprised Shane Keizer and Stacy
Bricker with a donation in their honor.
And they did it wearing their bestlooking Christmas sweaters.

Women United
Woohoo! Thank you, Women United,
for this wonderful grant. The funds from
this grant were used to purchase an
adaptive harness for the Giant Swing.
That way everyone can feel the thrill
of swinging through the air on our new
Giant Swing.

P’s Pizza
A delicious donation. P’s Pizza in
Dakota Dunes held a soft open of
the new restaurant and guests were
encouraged to make a donation. Those
donations came to camp. Now that’s
eating some yummy pizza for a great
cause. Thanks, P’s Pizza.

Time Management Systems
Every quarter, Time Management
Systems employees choose a charity
for a donation. Camp was lucky to be
the recipient for their first quarter. Their
theme for donations this year was kids,
and we will have so many happy kids
with their donation toward our Ability
Makers campaign.

CF Industries
Thank you, CF Industries, for your
continued support of Camp High
Hopes! Not only does the company
support camp year after year, it also
uses the camp for its staff family day.
CF employees and their families
spend the day at camp doing fun
activities while building bonds with their
coworkers.

Murphy Tractor
Employees of Murphy Tractor really
came together for this fantastic donation.
They shopped from the Camp High Hopes’
needs list and donated arts and crafts
supplies, bean bag chairs, books, and
other camp items. When everyone pitches
in, big things can happen.

Knife River
With this donation from the employees
of Knife River, camp is getting an
interactive, specially designed water
feature! This will be a part of the new
Sensory Garden and will allow for
campers of all ages to splish spash in
the water table during camp sessions.

Subaru Share the Love
Camp is thrilled to have been chosen
by Jensen Subaru for its Share the
Love event from November to January.
Customers who purchased a car
during that time could choose which
organization they wanted Subaru to
donate to. This gift will help to cover
expenses for our 2019 Summer Sleep
Away Camp programs. It will help to
pay for things like adaptive activities,
specialized equipment, healthy meals,
transportation, and medical supplies.
This Share the Love gift will certainly
help us to share the smiles with our
campers all summer long. Thanks,
Jensen Subaru!

www.camphighhopes.com
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Upcoming Events
Come and taste Siouxland’s best BBQ on Saturday,
June 22! More than 25 teams will be competing for cash
prizes and bragging rights, but our campers are the real
winners of this must-attend summer event. It’s just $10
to get in and $10 to sample succulent ribs and mouthwatering chicken. Come for the food and stay for the
fun at this family-friendly event. Hang out and listen to
the live music, try your arm at the dunk tank, or visit
the Kiss-A-Pig booth! We’ll see you at Rib Fest!
The Haunted Lodge Party is Siouxland’s premier adult
Halloween costume party. Dress to impress for this evening
of thrills and chills. Sit down for a yummy dinner and enjoy the
show. Be sure to bid on some of our auction items, too! Don’t
miss out! All the fun takes place on Saturday, October 26 at the
Delta Hotel in South Sioux City!
This year’s Miles for Smiles Poker Run is revvin’ up!
Dust off your classic cars, shine up your motorcycles,
and clean up your hotrods, because this poker run is
for everyone on Saturday, September 7! After the ride
through the Loess Hills, enjoy a dinner, live auction, live
music, and more at Eddie’s Tap! Come for the day or join
us for the last stop!
Don’t forget to plan your donation of grain to Camp High Hopes this harvest season! Your
grain donation ensures that our programs will continue to harvest smiles for years to come!
There are some fantastic tax benefits that come with a grain donation, too!

Siouxland Big Give
Save the date for the Siouxland Big Give. It’s set for Tuesday, October 1! Remember Camp High
Hopes during this community-wide day of giving!

Planned Giving

Create life-changing opportunities for hundreds of campers
when you remember Camp High Hopes in your will or estate
plans. It’s easy to do. Call Sarah at 712-224-2267 ext. 107 for
more on how you can leave behind thousands of smiles!

Remember, Camp High Hopes is a proud member of
Leave A Message Siouxland!

~ In Loving Memory ~
Dr. Rogers Memorial
We are so honored to have received a gift in
memory of Dr. Michael Rogers. He touched so
many lives during his life as a principal at East
Middle School in Sioux City and now he’ll be
creating so many smiles at camp for years to
come. Thank you for thinking of Camp High
Hopes for this special gift.
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Janice L. (Olsen) Nagel
Camp High Hopes sends prayers to the family
of Janice Nagel, who recently passed at the
age of 90. Janice was a familiar face around
Sioux City schools and worked with students
with special needs during her long career.
Thank you to those who have sent gifts to
camp in her name and memory.

Thank You, Volunteers
Briar Cliff Football Team
We always could use some
hardworking young people at camp!
We put these Briar Cliff Football
players to good use! They helped us
rake leave and move heavy bricks.

Ruthven Ayrshire Students
Thanks to all the students and teachers
who came out from Ruthven Ayrshire to
help us get our camp ready for summer!
Our water front is ready for some canoeing.

Junior League Members
Several members of the Junior
League of Sioux City came out
to camp to help during our Easter
Egg-Stravaganza. They helped
at the craft table making some
beautiful flowers, colorful eggs, and
baskets.

Want to make a difference?
Become a Camp High Hopes volunteer! Call camp at
712-224-2267 today to learn how you can share your time
and your heart with our campers!

Business Spotlight

Knife River, a construction
materials and services supplier
in Sioux City, has a longstanding relationship with Camp
High Hopes. Knife River, and its corporate partner, Jebro,
have been supporting camp since the very beginning.
“Camp High Hopes is a great charity to partner with
as they are an organization designed to enrich lives of
youth and adults with diagnosed disabilities, chronic
illnesses, and other special needs,” says Ron Hall, the
President of Knife River.
In addition to financial support, Knife River is also
lending its workforce for an exciting project at camp, the
Sensory Garden. Knife River employees set the forms and
poured the concrete for the project. Their time and effort
on the project was an incredible help.
“Knife River Midwest believes in giving back to
the communities we serve,” says Hall. “Whether it be
safety, quality of work, public outreach, or environmental
commitment, we are devoted to the communities we serve
and live in.”
Camp High Hopes would like to thank Knife River
and Jebro for their continued support of programming for
people with disabilities and their dedication to improving
camp facilities.

Project Updates
Sensory Garden

Construction has started on camp’s new Sensory Garden. Many people, businesses, and
organizations have made this special place at camp possible. It all started with an idea and a grant
from the Junior League of Sioux City and it has blossomed since then. The Sensory Garden will
include a water table, outdoor musical equipment, a wheelchair swing, and a game that uses lights
and sound. We envision this space to be a tranquil area where campers can go to relax, explore
their senses, and have a place for free-play at camp. We anticipate wrapping up this project by fall!

Giant Swing

The Giant Swing has been installed and is a high-flying good time! This will be
new and exciting activity for our campers this summer! Imagine being hoisted 40 feet in the air
and when you’re ready, you pull the cord and fly through the air! One of the best things about this
new activity is that it is 100% adaptable for all of our campers to be able to enjoy, but you have
to sign up for camp to participate in the Giant Swing!

a

Unique Collectables For Sale to Benefit Camp!

A very generous donor has given Camp High Hopes dozens of brand-new
Department 56 collectables and Longaberger baskets to sell. These are being offered
at a discount from other vendors, so get yours today! You’ll find a list of the items up for
grabs on our website at http://camphighhopes.com/donate/collectibles/. Finish out your
collection and help camp all at the same time.

www.camphighhopes.com
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Board and Staff News
Board Members
Ken Beekley (Treasurer)
Siouxland Economic
Development Corp.
Allyson Bennett
Kalins Indoor Comfort
Lindsey Buchheit (Secretary)
Buchheit Law
Jill Foley
KCAU-TV
Larry Den Herder
Retired, Harbor Group/Interstates
Companies
Jeanie Hohenstein
Kevin Hohenstein Construction
and Hauling, LLC
Chris Liberto (Executive Director)
Camp High Hopes
Jim Malek
Perdue
Marva McMillen
Midwest Alarm Systems
Shane Miller
Tyson Fresh Meats, Inc.
Dan Myers
Retired, Business Owner
Mark Porter
Community Volunteer
Todd Rand
Rand Farms
Steve Schultz
Arthur J Gallagher Insurance
Gary Turbes
Mid Step Services
Darin Turner
Hy-Vee Gordon Drive
Tamera Wauer
Premier Bankcard
Jill Williams
Community Volunteer
Lynn Wold (President)
UnityPoint Health-St. Luke’s
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Board President’s Message

I am extremely honored to have been selected to serve as the
next Board President for Camp High Hopes. I want to thank Jim
Malek for his wonderful service as the outgoing Board President. His
dedication, support, and leadership these past years have advanced
the Camp High Hopes’ mission in countless ways. Also, a big Camp
High Hopes welcome to Dan Myers and Larry Den Herder as new
incoming Board members. I look forward to their ideas, energy, and
involvement in moving Camp High Hopes forward.
Camp High Hopes is truly a gem in our community and the entire Tri-state region. It
is a privilege to be associated with such a special and unique organization. Our goal as
a Board and leadership team here at Camp High Hopes is to grow the impact camp has
on lives of people with special needs and the families that support them. We will do so
by increasing awareness, cultivating donors, investing in additional camp infrastructure,
and improving the quality of life for those touched by Camp High Hopes. This can best
be accomplished, not just by the work of a small, dedicated group of supporters, but by
the impact of hundreds giving of their time, talent, and resources… the power of many.
Camp staff would love to meet you and get to know you. Stop by and checkout all the
great things happening at Camp High Hopes this summer.
~ Lynn Wold, Camp High Hopes Board President

Getting To Know Our Staff Anna Tousignant-Hanley
Anna Tousignant-Hanley joined the staff at Camp High
Hopes as the Health Care Director in March 2019 after
working at camp as a nurse since September 2016. She loves
being surrounded by the smiles and positivity provided by
the campers and staff. She earned her diploma in Practical
Nursing through ECPI University in Northern Virginia, and after
seven years of practicing nursing in Virginia and Georgia, she returned home to the
Midwest to be closer to family. Anna and her husband, Eddie, have three adorable
and very spoiled fur babies, Harley, Oliver, and Buster. She enjoys music, reading,
crafts, puzzles, and spending time with her husband fishing or riding on the
motorcycle.

A New Addition to Camp High Hopes
The Camp High Hopes family is growing again! Meet
Cameron Jay Morgan. Our Advancement Director, Sarah
Morgan, and her husband, Travis, welcomed the 6-pound,
13-ounce bundle of joy on November 19. Big sister Cate is
taking her new role very well.

5804 Correctionville Rd
Sioux City, IA 51106

Remember to sign up for spring
and summer programs!
Spots are filling quickly!

Get your Rib Fest raffle
tickets today!! For just $1,
you have a chance to win
dinner for 18 at Famous
Dave’s or a Lil’ Tex Traeger
Grill! Call Sarah at 712224-2267 ext. 107 to get
your raffle tickets today!
Winners will be drawn at
Rib Fest on Saturday, June
22nd, but you don’t have to
be present to win!

