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Executive Director’s Message
Camp High Hopes is “where smiles happen,” but it’s also where exciting
changes take place. 2018 saw the completion of our new 4,000 square foot
Yorkshire Welcome Center, which opened just in time for our summer camp
sessions. The new offices provide space for staff to better plan and prep for camp
sessions and various events throughout the year. Most importantly, it allows us to
more effectively manage camp visitors, providing a safer, more private camping
experience.
This year has also brought a change in camp leadership. Longtime Camp
Director, Jonathan Mauk, decided that the 2018 summer season would be his
last. Jonathan’s passion for our mission was clear in all that he did, and on behalf
of the staff and our campers, I want to thank Jonathan for six tremendous years
at Camp High Hopes. With that said, I am pleased to announce that following
a nationwide search we found our next Camp Director from right here in Iowa.
Stephen Fasnacht comes to us following 25 years at Camp Courageous in
Monticello. Stephen has dedicated a quarter century to campers with disabilities
and brings an exciting new energy to our programs. We are thrilled to have him
join the team. You can read more about Stephen on page 5.
New buildings and leadership highlight 2018,
but we remain committed to our campers and to
the community who are so important to the camp’s
mission. Each and every person who visited us
this year is a part of our camp family. Every donor,
volunteer, camper, and staff member is a part of our
story, and we here at Camp High Hopes are excited
to see what the next chapter brings.
Sincerely,

~ Chris Liberto, Executive Director
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Getting to Know a Camper
– Tiffani Johnson
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Tiffani Johnson is a special camper at Camp High
Hopes. Her infectious smile and warm hugs hit you right
in the heart. Tiffani has been to camp so many times
she’s lost count.
“I’ve been here like 10 times total,” says Tiffani.
She loves all the activities at camp, but has one favorite.
“My favorite activity is, of course, archery, because I never thought I could hit a
bullseye before, so at first I was scared, but now I’m not,” says Tiffani.
Tiffani graduated from Sergeant Bluff-Luton High School and was even voted prom
queen her senior year. She is now a manager at Pizza Ranch in Sergeant Bluff, Iowa
and she also works at HyVee. She says she can apply what she learns at camp to
her jobs in the community.
“Camp High Hopes gives me confidence to be brave,” says Tiffani. “Because of
Camp High Hopes, I never feel left out or left alone. I feel like I’m just a girl, like a
person, who is uniquely abled, not disabled.”
Tiffani is 25-years-old and has down syndrome. Her mother, Christy, says she’s
very high functioning, but she appreciates the respite she receives from sending
Tiffani to camp.
“I like sending her to camp because she loves going there,” says Christy. “I know
it’s safe and that she’s having independent fun. At the same time, I get alone time
while she’s there.”
Tiffani is one of Camp High Hopes 2019 Smiles Ambassadors. We think the title
fits perfectly!

Take our Survey! Are you a donor,
volunteer, camper family, friend, or
supporter of Camp High Hopes? We
want your opinion! Please take our
survey. You’ll find it here…
www.camphighhopes.com/donate.
Come and see camp for yourself!
Call and schedule a tour to see the
awesome things we are doing for our
campers! We’re growing, too, so if you
haven’t been here
in a while, it’s worth
coming to see us
soon!

www.camphighhopes.com
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News
Operations Director’s Message

Advancement Director’s Message

After an amazing and ever-memorable six years at
Camp High Hopes, I find new adventures calling and
the time has come for me to say a final farewell to all
the amazing campers at Camp High Hopes. Helping
grow Camp High Hopes from its humble beginning of
a single weekend with two campers into a year-round
camp serving 500 campers with disabilities annually has
been the experience of a lifetime. I cannot express my
gratitude for the opportunity to be a part of your lives and
helping to make camp a reality for so many.
Thank you to all the amazing
campers, families, donors, board
members, and Smile Makers staff
that make Camp High Hopes so
amazing. And thank you so much for
all the smiles.
Camp High Hopes remains forever
near and dear to me. Keep on smilin’!

We are thrilled so many of you want to be a part of
Camp High Hopes! Whether you volunteer, send your
loved-one to camp, donate to camp, or sponsor an event,
we appreciate you. We hope you know that we cannot
make so many smiles happen without your
help. Continue reading and check out the
photos of how others are getting involved
with Camp High Hopes!

~ Jonathan Mauk, Former Operations
Director

~ Sarah Morgan, Advancement Director

Planned Giving
Create life-changing opportunities for hundreds of
campers when you remember Camp High Hopes in your
will or estate plans. It’s easy to do. Call Sarah at 712224-2267 ext. 107 for more on how you can leave behind
thousands of smiles!
Remember, Camp High Hopes is a proud member of
Leave A Message Siouxland!

Program Director’s Message
Plans for Summer 2019 are underway, and we are
looking forward to all the SMILES!! Online registration for
Spring and Summer 2019 opens on December 3, 2018.
Register EARLY to ensure you don’t miss out on the spot
you would like!
We are increasing our After Hours offerings and have
some NEW and exciting sessions planned for this spring
including: Basics of Photography, Sit’n’Knit, and an adapted
4-H club called “Kids in the Kitchen.” And back by popular
demand are: Aerobic Drumming, Disc Golf, and Archery II.
Full descriptions including dates, times, and session fees
can be found by logging on to your Parent Dashboard.
Please remember to bring along your parent or caregiver
to join in the fun! Registration for
Spring After Hours also opens
December 3, 2018.
See you at camp!
~ Samantha Martin, Program
Director

New Arrival
Please welcome another new addition
to camp! Meet Charlotte Ann Martin. Our
Program Director, Samantha Martin, and her
husband, Sam, are the proud parents of the
7 lbs. 15 oz bundle of joy born on October
26th. They say she’s a wonderful addition
to their family. Big brothers Liam and Micah
are overjoyed with their new sister.
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Harvesting
Smiles
Camp High Hopes continues to ask for donations of
grain from farmers and area co-ops. This is a great way to
support Camp High Hopes without having to write a check.
Not to mention, there are some pretty fantastic tax benefits
to such a donation, too! A small donation of grain can truly
create many happy campers.

Siouxland Big Give
Camp High Hopes was pleased
to participate in the inaugural
Siouxland Big Give put on by the
Siouxland Community Foundation.
The Big Give was a region-wide
day of giving to encourage others to
open their hearts and wallets to support the many nonprofits that do great work in our communities. Through
online and in-person donations, camp raised money for
spring programs!

Donations

After completing a successful
renovation, the McDonald’s location in
Morningside held a special promotion
Sam’s Club has supported camp for
several years now and continues to give for any customers who used its new
digital kiosks to order their meals. One
back. Thank you, Sam’s Club, for your
dollar from every order went straight to
continued dedication to camp!
camp! Those Big Macs added up to a
big donation to camp!

Talk about a boost for camp to
really amp things up! The Siouxland
Bassheads held the Ickey Boom Bass
Festival and made a fantastic donation
to camp with the profits!

The Siouxland Samplers Quilt Guild,
Heart & Hand Dry Goods Company,
and some very dedicated quilting ladies
made a donation of pillow cases and
a special quilt. The pillow cases were
given to campers as they arrived at
camp for our summer sessions. The
quilt was auctioned off at our Miles For
Smiles Poker Run fundraiser to bring in
additional dollars to camp!

We are ready to reel in the big ones
with this fantastic donation, thanks to
the Iowa Great Lakes Fishing Club.
The club donated fully equipped fishing
poles, cane poles, and a tackle box
packed with goodies!

Camp High Hopes is so pleased and
honored to receive this wonderful
grant from Missouri River Historical
Development. This will go far in helping
us create our much-needed boathouse.
Read more details about the boathouse
on page 6.

The children at St. Paul’s Lutheran
Church held a penny drive for camp
during their Vacation Bible School
studies. The kids learned about camp
and giving back to the community,
while having a little friendly competition
between the boys and the girls.

The Siouxland Autism Support Group
made a generous donation to Camp
High Hopes. This money will be used
for camperships and to help offset the
cost of attending camp for campers with
autism.

Summit Dental Health in South Sioux
City held its Smiles for Life campaign
over the summer. For every patient
who received whitening treatments,
the dental office put money aside for a
donation. Dori and Carolina surprised
us with a very generous donation for
camp!

www.camphighhopes.com
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Event Recaps
Ribs, music, and fun, oh my! Rib Fest 2018 raised a record
amount of funds for Camp High Hopes! The summer barbeque
festival held on Saturday, June 23rd brought in $70,000 for camp,
more than 2,300 people came to enjoy the food and fun, and
more than 120 volunteers made the event possible. Hard Rock
Hotel & Casino Sioux City hosted Rib Fest in Battery Park. Hard
Rock provided the musical acts and venue, Tyson supplied all of
the raw ribs and chicken, and Famous Dave’s provided the sides.
Twenty teams smoked the meat and competed for cash prizes and
bragging rights in the KCBS sanctioned event, and four additional
teams smoked ribs and chicken, giving the public a chance to taste
24 unique and delicious flavors of barbeque. Barbeque teams
came from across Siouxland and the region and put in hours of
work to provide the best tasting barbeque for the public to sample.
What a night! The Camp High Hopes 2018 Haunted Lodge Party,
presented by Seaboard Triumph Foods and Perdue, was a huge
success! Witches, snowglobes, and Pringles cans danced the night
away and gave back to Camp High Hopes! More than 300 people
showed up in costume to enjoy a yummy steak dinner, participate in the
flash witch mob dance, and sing their hearts out during the Lip Sync
Battle. There was even an appearance by the Gilligan’s Island cast! This
was the seventh year for camp’s biggest fundraiser and it continues to grow in
popularity. Through sponsorships, donation, and a live and silent auction, the
Haunted Lodge Party brought in more than $170,000 to camp! Now that should
give you some goosebumps! We couldn’t have done it without the support of
Regina Roth and Chesterman Bottling Company. We want to thank everyone
who donated, attended, or helped with the event to make this year the best event yet!
Beautiful weather, dozens of bikes and cars, and generous donors
all came together on Saturday, September 8th to create a successful
and fun event! Camp High Hopes is pleased to announce the inaugural
Miles for Smiles Poker Run raised nearly $40,000 for camp! More than
200 people participated in the day and evening activities. The 100-mile
journey took riders south of Sioux City through the beautiful Loess Hills
with stops in Bronson, Oto, Hornick, and Sgt Bluff. The ride ended with
a live auction, raffle, live music, and fun at the Ickey Nickel. Thank you
to everyone who took part in camp’s newest fundraiser!

Getting To Know A Staffer - Stephen Fasnacht
My name is Stephen Fasnacht. I am excited to join the team at Camp High Hopes. I started working at camps for people
with special needs in high school. I worked at the Boy’s and Girl’s Club Camp after high school. During the summers while
attending the University of Missouri, I worked at another special needs camp in the Catskill Mountains of New York. After
college, I joined the staff at Camp Courageous of Iowa “to get camping out of my system.” After being a counselor, nature
director, adventure specialist, lifeguard and eventually Asst. Program Director, I realized that was never
going to happen. I love working in such positive environments with people that have special needs
because camp never tells people what is impossible to achieve. It doesn’t matter if you have a disability
or not, we can all sing, dance, play, and do things we never thought possible.
I am the proud father of two boys, volunteered as an EMT, and helped at animal shelters. I love biking,
running, and being outdoors. All the positives that those things have brought to my life, I am sure will help
me be a better Director at Camp High Hopes while I help camp to succeed and grow.
~ Stephen Fasnacht, Camp Director
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Thank You, Volunteers
Keller Williams
We want to thank Keller Williams
for spending their Red Day with camp!
We put them to work by hauling and
stacking wood, scraping old paint, and
preparing ground for sod. They truly
exemplify their motto, #givewhereyoulive.

Rib Fest
Since Rib Fest is such a huge event, it
requires a lot of volunteers. More than 120
volunteers signed up to be a part of this
fantastic fundraising event for camp! We
had many businesses and groups volunteer
together, too, like Premier Bankcard, Tyson,
Knights of Columbus, Junior League, and
Great Southern Bank. They helped to sell
tickets, punch cards, paint faces, empty
trash, and wipe down tables. Our Rib
Fest volunteers help to make the event a
success every year!.

Briar Cliff
With lots of stuff to move, these
Briar Cliff physical therapy students
and faculty helped to make it a
breeze. With the opening of our
new Welcome Center and more
storage space, we are finally able to store camp materials
in one location! Thanks for the help!

Morningside Into the Street
We certainly put these Morningside students
to work! For the college’s Into The Streets day
of volunteering, we hosted several students.
They painted some rooms in the lodge, helped
prepare a walkway for cement, and hauled dirt
and debris.

Artist Luke Schroder
Sioux City artist, Luke Schroder, stopped at camp
to do some caricature drawings of our camper during
our summer sleep away camp program. He was a huge
hit and our campers loved seeing their faces in ink in a
fun, new way! Luke also carves pumpkins for us at our
Haunted Lodge Party which has helped to raise thousands
of dollars over the years. Thank you, Luke, for everything
you do for camp!

Business Spotlight

Midwest Alarm System has done so many incredible
things for camp. Company owner, Marva McMillen, has
been a part of the Camp High Hopes Board of Directors
since 2015 and continually shows her commitment
to camp. Midwest Alarm Systems has been
involved with camp from the
beginning, but most recently
donated and installed the entire
alarm and security system in the
new Welcome Center. Marva
and her company are also proud
sponsors of the Haunted Lodge
Party every year. Thank you,
Midwest Alarm and Marva!

Missouri River Historical
Development
We are so pleased to announce the grant we recently
received from MRHD for our Boathouse project. The
$50,000 grant brings us closer to our goal of building our
much-needed Boathouse down by the lakefront. While
the Boathouse would take care of our need for proper
storage of canoes, paddleboats, life jackets, and fishing
equipment, it’s actually so much more than that! It will
include a handicapped accessible restroom facility! This
is so important because right now we only have portable
toilets down by the lake and campers and staff must walk
back to their cabins. That takes time away from the fun
of camp activities. The restroom facility will be perfect for
everyone and will be right next to all the fun by the lake, so
campers won’t miss a thing!
We still need to raise some matching funds for this
grant and we currently need about $40,000 to complete
the project. If you or someone you know might be
interested in helping us finish this much-needed facility at
camp, please call Chris at 712-224-2267 for more!

www.camphighhopes.com
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Support Our Mission

Wanna get involved? Check out these upcoming ways to be a part of changing lives at Camp High Hopes!

Board Members
Ken Beekley (Treasurer)
Siouxland Economic Development Corp.
Allyson Bennett
Kalins Indoor Comfort
Lindsey Buchheit (Secretary)
Buchheit Law
Jill Foley
KCAU-TV
Jeanie Hohenstein
Hohenstein Construction
and Hauling, LLC
Jim Malek (President)
Natural Food Holdings
Marva McMillen
Midwest Alarm
Shane Miller
Tyson Fresh Meats
Mark Porter
Seaboard Triumph Foods
Todd Rand
Rand Farms
Steve Schultz
Arthur J Gallagher Insurance
Gary Turbes
Mid Step Services
Darin Turner
Hy-Vee Gordon Drive
Tamera Wauer
Premier Bankcard
Jill Williams
Community Volunteer
Lynn Wold (Vice President)
UnityPoint Health-St. Luke’s

#GivingTuesday

Be a part of the world-wide, online day of
giving! After Thanksgiving, Black Friday, Small
Business Saturday, and Cyber Monday, then
comes #GivingTuesday! This is a great way to be a part of the movement
to give back this holiday season and remember camp in your year-end
giving! Find Camp High Hopes online and on social media to make your
#GivingTuesday donation!

Subaru Share the Love
Event
In the market for a new car? We are excited to announce a partnership with
Jensen Subaru. From November 15th to the end of the year, every customer
that purchases a Subaru from Jensen Subaru in Sioux City can choose Camp
High Hopes to receive a donation! Call 712-255-3000 for details!

Holiday Gift and Year-End Donation
Watch your mailboxes for our upcoming holiday cards. This is a great way
to make a gift to Camp High Hopes as part of your year-end charitable giving
plan or in honor of your loved-one this holiday season. Do you want your gift
to go toward something specific at camp? We can do that! You can designate
how you want your gift to be used at Camp High Hopes or who you would like
to honor with your donation. A holiday gift to Camp High Hopes is the perfect gift
for that hard-to-buy for friend or family member. We hope you’ll think of Camp
High Hopes this holiday season! Remember, your gift is tax deductible!

Grant News is Great News!
BNSF
We want to thank BNSF Railway for its
generous grant to camp! These funds will
go directly to help cover costs during our summer programs.
Gilchrist Foundation
With a wonderful grant from the Gilchrist
Foundation, camp will be building an
outdoor classroom for our campers soon!
We envision this outdoor space to be a great addition to camp. It will give
campers another place to enjoy learning about the outdoors, each other, and
themselves.
Junior League of Sioux City
Thank you to the Junior League of Sioux City for
believing in our Sensory Garden project! Plans for this
relaxing and unique space are underway. This grant
from the Junior League will allow us to have a space for
campers to slow down and recharge their batteries. Once complete, we also
hope to open up this space for other non-profits to use and
hold one-on-one therapy sessions and classes.
Tyson Fresh Meats
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Our campers need to eat when they come to camp! We
are proud to serve healthy meals and with the help of a grant
from Tyson Fresh Meats, we were able to extend our food
budget even further this summer, satisfying the tummies of many hungry
campers and counselors!

5804 Correctionville Rd
Sioux City, IA 51106

Remember to sign up for spring and summer programs!
Sign up soon to reserve your spot!
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3rd!

